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ASIANET

0830 Serial- Chandanamazha
0900 Movie - Manassinakkare
1200 Best of Badai Benglaw
1230 Taste Time
1300 Serial- Chempattu
1330 Serial- Chandanamazha
1400 Serial- Parasparam
1500 Movie - Usthad Hotel
1800 Serial- Vezhambal
1900 Serial- Vanambadi
2000 Serial- Parasparam
2100 Serial- Bhaarya
2130 Comedy Stars Season 2
2230 Serial- Vezhambal
2300 Comedy Stars Season 2
0000 Serial- Karutha Muthu
0030 Serial- Bhaarya
0100 Serial- Chandanamazha
0130 Badai Benglaw
0300 Best of Comedy Stars: 

Season 2

ASIANET NEWS

0900 Nine @ 9
0930 Maravil Thirivil
1000 Vartha Vela
1100 News @ 11
1130 Sports News
1200 News @ 12
1230 Videsha Vicharam
1300 News @ 13
1330 Chuttuvattom
1400 Asianet Varthakal
1430 Dr Live
1500 Varthakkappuram
1600 News @ 4 Pm
1630 Smart Drive
1700 Chuttuvattom
1740 Sports News
1800 News Time
1830 Vartha Sandhya
1900 Vartha Neram
1930 Padhathi Swapnangal
1955 Body Guard
2000 News Hour - Debate
2100 Nine @ 9

2130 Chithram Vichithram
2200 News@10
2230 Fir Bullettin
2300 Good Night News
2335 Gulf News
0000 Money Time
0025 Ente Keralam
0050 Dr.mims - ®
0140 Chithram Vichithram ®
0200 Munshi ®
0205 Gulf News Recorded ®

ASIANET PLUS 

0930 Chirikkum Thalika® 
1000 Mounam Sammatham
1030 Priyamanansam® 
1200 Movie - Thenmavinkombathu
1500 Comedy Time® 
1530 Mounam Sammatham
1630 Hridayathil Sookshikaan® 
1700 Chirikkum Thalika®
1730 Comedy Time® 
1800 Viswasichalum Illenkilum(II)® 
1830 Hits of Badai Benglaw
1900 Balaganapathy
1930 Manasaveera
2030 Mounam sammatham
2200 Viswasichalum Illenkilum(II)
0000 Spond Pgm:Marunadum 

Malanadum(slot)

ASIANET MOVIES

0630 Geethanjali
0700 Movie - Nandhi 

Veendum Varika
Movie - Nandhanam
Movie - Chenkol
Movie - Oliyambukal

1945  Isl - Pre-Show Capsule 
(5Mints)

1950 Live Hero Isl -2017-18
Kerala Blasters Fc Vs Fc 
Pune City
Movie - Akkare Akkare Akkare
Movie - Nandhi 
Veendum Varika
Movie - Banarass

KAIRALI

0800 Tele Brand Show (Ts)
0830 Comedy Band ® 
0930 Loud Speaker ®
1000 Pranayavarnangal 
1300 Kairali Afternoon News
1315 Movie - Ennu Nintte Moideen
1620 Vicharana Serial ® 
1800 Vikramadhithyanum   

Vedhalavum
1830 Kutti Patturumaal ®
1900 Loud Speaker
1930 Pranayavarnangal Serial
2000 Manyamaha Janangale – 7
2100 Karyam Nisaram Comedy
2130 Vicharana Serial
2230 Jimikki Kammal ®
2300 Kairali Night News
2315 Manyamaha Janangale ® 
0000 Loud Speaker
0030 Chiri Arangu 
0055 Swara Raagam ®
0120 Happy Hours ®
0140 Flavours Of India ®
0200 Movie - Ennu Nintte Moideen
0430 Comedy Band
0535 Vikramadhithyanum   

Vedhalavum ®

PEOPLE

0900 News Now
1030 Art Café R
1100 News Now
1300 1Pm News
1330 Time Slot
1400 News @ 2 
1430 Time Slot
1500 News @ 3 
1530 Hello Dr-T
1600 News @ 4
1630 Time Slot
1700 News @5Pm 
1730 Anyonyam-R
1800 Round Up@6
1830 Nattuvartha-T
1900 News Today
1930 Art Café T
2000 News N Views
2100 News Round Up

2130 Cocktail-R
2200 News Mix
2230 Crime Branch
2300 News Night 

WE

0900 Tele Shopping (Ts)
0930 Penpattukal
1000 Tele Shopping (Ts)    
1030 Mallu Mix ®
1100 Tele Shopping (Ts)
1130 Chiri Chiri ® 
1230 Movie - Vikramadithyan
1530 Best Duets   T 
1630 Teleshopping
1700 Vanakkam Chennai (T)                                                                                             
1730 Tele Shopping (Ts)
1800 Dew Drops T
1830 Mallu Mix
2000 Movie - Njan Brahma
2330 Chiriyo Chiri ®
0110 Swararagam ®
0135 Back To Back Music Time ®
0200 Best Duet® 
0250 Ganarchana ® 
0320 Penpattukal ®
0400 Golden Hits ®
0430 Swararagam ®
0500 Vanakkam Chennai   
0530 Mallu Mix

SURYA

0900 Shaneeswaran ®
0930 Movie - Kilukkam Kilukilukkam
1230  Nagakanyaka
0100  Golden Couple ®
0130  Premam
0200  Sithara
0230  Shaneeswaran
0300  Nandini
0330  Movie - Homely Meals
0600  Vaalsalyam
0630  Mahaveera Hanuman
0730  Ennu Swantham Jaani
0800  Nagakanyaka – 2
0830 Shaneeswaran
0900  Nandini
0930  Ayalathe Sundari

AMRITA
0800   Morning News

1000   Satyam Shivam Sundaram
1100   News Now
1130   Home Minister
1230   Aarogya Vartakal
1300   Ucha Varta
1330   Satyam Shivam Sundaram
1400   Nilavum Nakshatrangalum
1430   Jagratha
1500   Kathayillithu Jeevitham
1530  Movie - Kasavuthattom
1755   Newstrack
1825   Sandhyadeepam
1900   Satyam Shivam Sundaram
1930   Nilvaum Nakshatrangalum
2000   Home Minister
2100   Jagratha
2130   Kathayillithu Jeevitham
2200   Top 10 @ Ten

MATHRUBHUMI NEWS

0700   Mathrubhumi
Morning Show

0800   Mathrubhumi News
0830   Pradeshika Varthakal
0900   Mathrubhumi News
0930   Njangalkkum

Parayanunde 
1000   Mathrubhumi Breaking 

Hours
1030  Pookalathil Ushayum 

Chithrayum ®
1130  Chennai Pookalam ® 
1230   Vakradristi  ®
1300   Varthakal Ithu Vare
1330   Pradeshika Varthakal
1400   Mathrubhumi News
1430   Nila ®
1500   Mathrubhumi News
1530   Krishibhumi
1600   Mathrubhumi News With 

Business Bulletin
1630   Kauduga Varthakal®
1700   Mathrubhumi News
1730   Vartha Vishesham
1800   Varthakal Ithu Vare
1830    Pradeshika Varthakal
1900   Newseven
1930   Nammal Ariyanam
2000   Innathe Varrthakal
2030   Super Prime Time

2130   Vakradristi
2200   Varthakal Ethuvare
2230   Troll Onam®
2300   News Night
0000   Mathrubhumi Yathra ®
0030   Super Prime Time ®

KAPPA

0830  Moodtapes ®
0835  Merry go 'round ®
0930  Creative Chef ®
0935  Bindaas Bollywood ®
1000  Smokin hot
1005  Madras Talkies ®
1030  Moodtapes ®
1035  Dear Kappa ®
1100  Moodtapes ®
1105  The Big League
1130  Music mojo ®
1200  Moodtapes ®
1205  Buzz 25 ®
1230  Smokin hot
1235  Love bytes ®
1300  Funlimited ®
1330  Moodtapes ®
1335  Handpicked ®
1400  Creative Chef ®
1405  I Personally 1 ®
1430  Smokin hot
1435  The Laughter Grid ®
1500  The Comedy Grid ®

KAUMUDY

0900 Fresh Tunes
0100 Chef Master
0200 Ladies Hour 
0300 Straight Line
0330 Cocktail
0400 Nilavu
0600 Puthiya Pattu
0628 Daivadashakam
0632 Devamarthum
0700 Teaser Show
0730 Clap Board
0800 5 Minutes Fun Star
0900 Open Stage

MANORAMA NEWS
0700  Pularvela
0830  Nattuvartha
0930  Loka Karyam

1230  Thiruva Ethirva
1300  Orumani Vartha
1330  Nattuvartha
1430  Loka Karyam
1530  Blasting Out
1630  Nattupacha
1700  Business Plus
1730  Choonduviral
1800 Sandhya Vartha
1830  Nattuvartha
1900  Sports Plus
1930  Nattuvartha
2000  Counter Point
2100  9 Mani Charcha
2130 Thiruva Ethirva
2200  Pathumani Vartha
2230  Kuttapathram

MAZHAVIL MANORAMA

0600 Athmasakhi
0630  Dhe Ruchi
0700  Marimayam
0730  Thatteem Mutteem
0800   Udan Panam
0900  Sthreepadam
0930  Nokkethadoorath
1000  Karnnan
1030  Athmasakhi
1100  Ammuvinte Amma
1130  Made For Each Other
1230  Dhe Ruchi
0100  Cinema: Puthiya Theerangal
0400  Ammuvinte Amma
0430  Nokkethadoorath
0500  Made For Each Other
0600  Sthreepadam
0630  Karnnan
0700  Athmasakhi
0730  Ammuvinte Amma
0800  Nokkethadoorath
0830  Sthreepadam
0900  Udan Panam
1000  Thatteem Mutteem
1030  Udan Panam
1130  Marimayam

MEDIA ONE
0700 Morning Show

0800 The World
0830 Polimix
0900 News Update
0930 Zero Hour
1230 Polimix
1300 First Round Up
1330 Beyond The Headlines
1400 News Update
1430 Show Mall
1500 News Update
1530 Nerkazhcha
1600 Mid East Update
1630 Stethoscope
1700 News Update
1730 Truth Inside
1800 World And Sports
1830 Evening news
1900 Deep Focus
1930 Show Mall
2000 Prime Time News
2030 Special Edition
2130 Polimix
2200 Late Edition
2230 View point
2300 Polimix
2330 Mid East Hour
0030 special edition

 JAIHIND

0730 Morning News -   
Namasthe Keralam

0830 One Shoppy-(Slot)
0900 News @ 09 
0930 Movie Café ®
1005 Anugrahotsavam
1030 Buy Happy Be Happy (Slot)
1100 Trending News   < Live > 
1200 One Shoppy-(Slot)
1230 Thapovan-(Slot)
0100 Midday News
0130 Meditalk > Live
0200 Boom Box
0205 Satire Roundup®
0230 One Shoppy-(Slot)
0300 News Now < Live >
0305 Gitd -(Slot)
0400 News Afternoon < Live >

0430 Business Roundup®
0500 Medicure®
0530 News Now < Live >
0535 Mayanadikkarayil  Ep 2®  
0600 Mannum Anushyanum®
0700 News 360 
0730 Meharuba
0800 Bollywood Buzz Hindi Songs 
0900 News Today
0930 Entertainment Round Up®
1000 Sparkling Nights®
1030 Jaihind News 

JEEVAN 

0935   World Of Martial Arts®
1000   News Malayalam
1030   Queens Ilayanila®
1104   Jeevan Rekha®
1130   Nalapachakam®
1230   Relax®
0100   Jeevan News
0130   Tintu Mon®
0135   Chiri Madhuram®
0230   Really Tasty®
0304   Manthriyodoppam®
0330   Padmaviewham
0430   Harithakeralam®
0604   Chiri Madhuram
0630   News : Evening Edition
0700   Metro News
0730   Cinema News
0800   English News 

REPORTER

0900   News
0930  Meet the Editors
1300   Round Up Bulletin
1330   Mannu
1400   News
1430   My Doctor 
1500   News
1530   Marketing Feature
1600   News
1630  Tele Brand Show
1730  Tele Brand Show
1800   Round Up Bulletin
1830   Business Reporter
1845   Sports Reporter

1900   News Room 360°
1930   Big Story

SAFARI TV

1030  Madhupalinte Yatrakal
1100  Around The World In 30 Mins
1130  Club Class
1200  Irupathaam Noottandu
1230  Sancharam  
1330  Charitram Enniloode
1400  History 
1430  Sancharaiyude

Diarykurippukal 
1500  Around The World In 30 Mins
1530  Club Class
1600  Irupathaam Noottandu
1630  Sancharam

FLOWERS

0130 Uppum Mulakum
0200 Rathrimazha
0230 Seetha
0300 Malarvadi
0330 Mamangam
0400 Comedy Utsavam
0500 Uppum Mulakum
0530 Mamangam
0600 Bhagavatham
0630 Give Jesus To The World
0700 Katturumbu
0800 Seetha
0830 Arundhati
0900 Morning Movie - Asha Black
1200 Uppum Mulakum
1230 Seetha
1300 Rathrimazha
1330 Malarvadi
1400 Arundhati
1430 Movie - Achuvinte Amma
1700 Comedy Utsavam
1800 Parishudhan
1830 Seetha
1900 Malarvadi
1930 Arundhati
2000 Uppum Mulakum
2030 Comedy Utsavam
2130 Rathrimazha
2200 Mamangam
2230 Comedy Utsavam
2330 Uppum Mulakum

REGIONAL TELEVISION

‘Naamkarann’
at 2100 Hrs

‘Deja VU’ 
at 2100 Hrs

NEWS

‘Man With A Plan ’ 
at 2100 Hrs

‘Bachelor In Paradise’ 
at 2100 Hrs

‘Agniphera’
 at 2000 Hrs

M O V I E S O N  T V

‘Fitoor ’ 
at 1420 Hrs

‘Rd Night’ 
at 1900 Hrs

0742Looper
0942Lara Croft Tomb Raider
1118Dil Chahta Hai
1420Fitoor  
1625Train To Busan       
1808Selfless
2000Harry Potter And The 

Deathly Hallows : Part 2
2216Happy Ending

0645 Elf
0835 The Pink Panther
1010 The Pink Panther 2 
1145 I Am Legend  
1345 My Super Ex-Girlfriend
1540 Pirates of The Carribean: 

On Dead Man’s Chest
1825 Noah
2100 Deja VU
2255 Knight & Day

‘Dishoom’
at 1715 Hrs

‘Roy’
 at 1835 Hrs

0655 Masaan
0840 Blue

TELEVISION

0615 Dhammu
0830 Naseeb
1130 Mr & Mrs Khiladi             
1425 Dangerous Khiladi           
1715 Dishoom
2300 Zero

‘Rowdy Rajkumar’ 
at 2000 Hrs

‘Modern Times’ 
at 2100 Hrs

0805 April Fool       

0731 Insaaf
1108 Rough
1345 Mohra
1723 Rowdy No 1
2000 Rowdy Rajkumar
2210 Nafrat Ki Aandhi

0600 Shark Tank 
0700 America’s Got 

Talent   
0900 Bachelor In 

0630 Sneak Peek
0645 Kadak Start
0800 Music Takatak
1030 Likes Bajao
1200 Toofani Hits  
1300 Top 10  
1400 Telly Top Up   
1430 Loudspeaker
1500 Teleslot
1600 Toofani Hits 

Paradise 
1000 Lucifer
1100 The Flash
1200 Shark Tank 
1300 Bachelor In Paradise  
1400 America’s Got Talent    
1600 Bachelor In Paradise
1700 Shark Tank 
1800 America’s Got Talent 
2000 Great British Bake Off   
2100 Bachelor In Paradise  
2200 Riverdale
2300 Mr. Robot 

1035 Shorgul
1245 Dus Kahaniyan   
1440 Mantostan
1610 Road To Sangam      
1835 Roy  
2100 Do Dooni Char
2255 Ankhon Dekhi 

1128 Classic Legends - 
R.D.Burman

1241 Woh 7 Din   
1542 Trishul
1900 Rd Night 
2158 Ab Insaaf Hoga

0700 Speed News Now 
0800 Nation Now
0900 India This Morning
0930 Nation Now 
1000 News This Hour  
1200 The News
1600 Speed News
1630 News This Hour
1700 Pulse
1730 Reporter Live
1800 Nation Now 
1830 The News
1900 The Big Story 
1930 Nation Now
2000 The Urban 

Debate 
2200 The Last Word
2230 News Overnight 
2300 The Urban Debate 

1100 Meri Haanikarak Biwi
1130 Krishna
1200 Bhabiji
1230 Siddhivinayak
1300 Bado Bahu
1330 Meri Haanikarak 

Biwi
1400 Bhabiji
1900 Vani Rani
1930 Half Marrriage 
2000 Agniphera
2030 Paramavtar 

Shri Krishna
2100 Siddhivinayak
2130 Bado Bahu
2200 Meri Haanikarak 

Biwi
2230 Bhabi Ji Ghar Par 

Hain!

0700 Impractical Jokers 
0800 Brooklyn Nine-Nine
0830 Mom
0900 Friends     
1000 Younger  
1030 You’re The Worst                   
1100 Brooklyn Nine-Nine
1130 Mom
1200 Friends   
1300 Impractical Jokers
1400 The Graham Norton Show
1500 Friends 
1530 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 
1600 Younger 
1630 You’re The Worst  
1700 Impractical Jokers
1800 Brooklyn Nine-Nine
1830 Mom
1900 Younger   
1930 You’re The Worst          
2000 Friends           
2100Man With A Plan     
2130Mom
2200Younger 
2230You’re The Worst            
2300The Tonight Show 

Starring Jimmy Fallon  

0635 Series : The Ellen 
DeGeneres Show

0730 Series : Mike & Molly
0800 Series : The Middle
0830 Strange Magic
1055 Cocktail
1300 The Intern
1500 Aloha
1650 Begin Again
1905 Series : The Ellen 

DeGeneres Show
2000 Series: Mike & Molly
2030 Series : The Middle
2100 Honey, I Blew Up The Kid
2255 While You Were Sleeping

‘Honey, I Blew Up The 
Kid’ at 2100 Hrs

0600 Shanghai Noon
0815 Harry Potter And The 

Chamber of Secrets 
1125 Enter The Dragon 
1330 Ghost Rider: Spirit of 

Vengeance 

1505 Octopussy
1720 Rumble In The Bronx
1915 George of The Jungle 
2100 Modern Times 
2250 Casino Royale (2006)  

1200 Naamkarann
1230 Yeh Rishta Kya Kehlata Hai
1300 Ishqbaaaz 
1330 Ye Hai Mohabbatein 
1400 Tu Sooraj Mein Saanjh, Piyaji
1430 Meri Durga
1500 Ishqbaaaz
1530 Ikyawann
1600 Naamkarann
1630 Dil Sambhal Ja Zara
1700 Ishqbaaaz
1730 Ye Hai Mohabbatein 
1800 Yeh Rishta Kya Kehlata Hai
1830 Meri Durga
1900 Tu Sooraj Mein Saanjh, Piyaji
1930 Ye Hai Mohabbatein 
2000 Rishton Ka Chakravyuh
2030 Ikyawann
2100 Naamkarann
2130 Yeh Rishta Kya Kehlata Hai
2200 Ishqbaaaz 
2230 Dil Sambhal Ja Zara
2300 Rishton Ka Chakravyuh 
2330 Ikyawann 

0600 India Development 
Debate

0700 Et Now Market Cafe
0800 The Market
1100 Et Now Buy Now Sell 

Now: The Stock Game
1200 Et Now Marketsense 
1300 Et Now Markets @ 

Lunch
1400 Et Now Riding 

The Bull
1430 Et Now Closing 

Trades
1530 Et Now Tomorrow’s 

Trades
1600 Markets Tomorrow  
1700 India Now @ 5
1730 The Money Show   
1800 India Now @ 6
1830 Et Now Startup 

Central
1900 India Now @ 7 
2000 India Tonight
2100 India Development 

Debate 
2200 Et Now Top 10@10
2230 Leaders of Tomorrow 
2300 India Development 

Debate

0600 First Break
0800 The Morning 

Newshour
1000 Times Now Live
1300 Newsroom 365
1400 Breaking Ground
1500 Times Now Livewire
1700 Breaking Ground
1800 Nation Wants 

To Know
1900 Newswatch
1930 Blueprint
2000 India Upfront 
2100 The Newshour
2300 India Upfront

1715 Music Takatak  
1900 Planet Bollywood 

News
1930 Tees Mein Tees
2000 Loudspeaker
2200 Toofani Hits    
2300 Gehraiyaan
2330 Loudspeaker

Thiruvananthapuram:The
pre-budget consultations ini-
tiated by finance minister T
M Thomas Isaac has spurred
a debate on the necessity to
control fiscal extravaganza
fuelled by political considera-
tions to save the state’s exche-
quer. Economist B A Prakash
who spoke about fiscal extra-
vaganza as the worst vice that
plagued our economy was cri-
ticised sharply by minister
Isaac.

The argument between
Isaac, an economist-turned-
politician and Prakash, the
former chairman of the Kera-
la public expenditure review
committee and fifth finance
commission, during Monda-

y’s consultations spilled out
of the discussion room on Tu-
esday when Isaac posted on
Facebook his disagreement
with Prakash’s arguments.
Prakash, on Wednesday, re-
torted with a detailed reply.

For long, Prakash has be-
en cautioning about the fiscal
extravaganza in the state.
Cost cutting should begin at
the top and trickle down to
bottom, he has argued. The
huge cost incurred by the go-
vernment in the form of jum-
bo personal staff of mini-
sters, luxury vehicles and li-
mitless re-imbursement of
bills by ministers and MLAs
were part of the work ‘Dhana
dhoorthu rashtreeyavum ro-
oksha dhana prathisandhiy-

um’ (Fiscal extravagant poli-
tics and deep fiscal crisis)
penned by Prakash last year.

According to Prakash, he
pointed out key arguments
against fiscal extravaganza
and urged the minister to an-
nounce drastic cost-cutting
measures in the next budget.
“Take our public service com-
mission. There are 21 mem-
bers making it the biggest in
the country. Personal staff of
ministers who had worked
just two years would get life-
long pensions. During the last
assembly, an MLA claimed Rs
1.90 crore as medical reimbur-
sement,” Prakash listed out
examples to support his argu-
ment.

Isaac said Prakash always

took a stand opposite to that of
his on almost all issues. “He is
against KIIFB. He says such
initiatives should wait till the
exchequer gets back to per-
fect health. My argument is
that such a long wait would be
bad for the state. Similarly, he
demanded to reduce non-plan
expenditure. He suggested
that pay revision should be
once in 10 years and loss-ma-
king PSUs should be privati-
zed. None of these sugges-
tions are appealing to me,”
Isaac posted.

Prakash retorted saying
that Isaac was a proponent of
fiscal extravaganza. “Such
policies will drive our state in-
to a debt trap and anarchy. Go-
vernment says Rs 30,000 crore
worth projects under KIIFB
have been sanctioned. It is not
possible to levy user fee from
KIIFB projects. That means
government will have to pay
principal and interest of this
loan from tax collection. This
will be disastrous,” Prakash
replied on his FB page.

Pre-Budget
Debate Turns

‘Ugly’

Isaac a proponent of fiscal
extravaganza: Economist

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Disagreements between finance
minister Thomas Isaac and 
economist B A Prakash (in 
picture) during pre-budget con-
sultations lead to open FB spat

Kannur:With the CPM leaders-
hip starting reporting the criti-
cism of the party leadership aga-
inst what is called the ‘self glori-
fication’ of district secretary P
Jayarajan, at the lower strata of
the party ahead of the district
conference later this month, it is
seen as a calculated move to cont-
rol him and clip his wings. Ac-
cording to the leadership, Jaya-
rajan glorified himself as a ‘su-
per leader’, and this is against
the norms and codes of the party.

Though the party state com-
mittee had criticized him in No-
vember for self-glorification mo-
ves, the leadership here had hin-
ted that there was no possibility
of reporting it to the local and
branch committees. However,
that is what is happening now,
and how it will reflect in the dis-
trict conference is being curio-
usly awaited.

Ever since the criticism sur-
faced, the ‘visibility’ of Jayara-
jan has also come down and even
the number of news conferences
he chaired has been reduced.
Though he personally welco-
med the criticism and urged the
cadres to strengthen the party
instead of focusing on any one le-
ader, it has brought about a divi-
sion within the party.

According to a five-page cir-
cular, the senior leader of the
party did not feel anything
strange in the campaigns that
praised him. Even his Facebook
post apparently supported this
and his reaction to the song al-
bum comparing him to P Krish-
na Pillai is an example to this.
However, Jayarajan has appro-
ved his mistakes and is ready to
rectify it, said the circular.

Despite criticism, there is a
segment that supports Jayara-
jan as their leader and praise
him as the ‘red star’ of Kannur.
“There is a large group of young
cadres who see a hero in Jayara-
jan, and they see him as the lone
force that fight the Sangh Pari-
var in the district, whereas the
middle-aged cadres and sympat-
hizers see him as a stumbling
block in the peace process in the
district,” said a local leader, who
did not want to be named.

There are other district se-
cretaries who have glorified
themselves using the party ma-
chinery, but there was no action,
which might be questioned in
the district conference. TNN

CPM dist meet
crucial for
P Jayarajan 

SELF GLORIFICATION

Idukki: The church-appoint-
ed inquiry commission, prob-
ing the ongoing land deals of
Ernakulam-Angamaly arch-
diocese, will submit its final re-
port to the Presbyterium coun-
cil on Friday. The report and a
petition signed by the priests
under the archdiocese will be
then sent to the Pope.

Last month the church au-
thorities had appointed a six-
member commission to probe
the controversial deals. The
panel, led by Fr Benny John
Maramparampil, comprised
three priests, a lawyer, a tehsil-
dar and a charted accountant.

On December 21, the com-
mission had submitted its in-
terim report, pointing out seri-
ous negligence on the part of
the cardinal and two priests.
The Presbyterium then decid-
ed to send a petition to the Pope.

“Earlier, the church au-
thorities had directed the com-
mission to submit its final re-
port before January 31. But the
commission has already com-

pleted its probe and decided to
submit the report to the Pres-
byterium council on Friday,” a
senior priest said.

Meanwhile, the bishops
and priests in the Presbyterian
council will hold a meeting on
Friday at head office of the
archdiocese to discuss the
scam. Cardinal Alanchery,
auxiliary bishops Sebastian
Edanthrath, Jose Puthenveetil
and over 60 nominated priests
under the archdiocese will at-
tend the meeting which will
discuss the final report and ap-
prove the petition to be sent to
Pope Francis.

Earlier, priests in the Pres-

byterium council had decided
to send a petition against the
cardinal to the Pope. “Over 300
priests had decided to send the
petition. We are against any
settlement in the issue. The cri-
sis is not just economical but al-
so a more serious ethical one,”
said a senior priest.

The archdiocese had ap-
pointed a committee led by the
cardinal and two priests to sell
five plots of land owned by the
church in and around Ernaku-
lam town to pay off the arch-
diocese’s debt. But the sale
caused a huge loss to the arch-
diocese, besides creating a tiff
inside the church.

Church row: Final report
to be submitted tomorrow

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Riyadh: With the increase
in the price of petrol, taxi
fares have gone up in Saudi
Arabia. The hiked prices in-
clude VAT, which was also in-
troduced across the king-
dom on Monday.

Mohammed Ashhari, a
driver with Limousine ser-
vices that operates in major
cities in the kingdom, said he
now collects SR 40- SR 60
from a passenger for a trip
that cost SR 30 four days ago.
Abu Abdulla, another Lim-
ousine driver in Jeddah, said
it is natural to charge more
from passengers with the
hike in fuel rates. 

A Malayali driver with

over 20 years of experience,
Razack, said he gets fewer
passengers these days. Most
of them prefer public trans-
port as taxi fares are high,
said Razack. He also finds it
difficult to earn the daily
minimum amount required
to deposit at the taxi compa-
ny.

Saeed Al Basaami, spo-

kesperson of the transport
wing of Saudi council of
chambers, justified the in-
crease in fares. He said as an
impact of financial reforms
hike in fares is anticipated.
However, he reminded pas-
sengers to not allow drivers
to charge more than the taxi-
meter. 

Meanwhile, Saudi au-
thorities have denied claims
of hike in price of cooking
gas. Only 5% VAT has been
added to the existing rate (SR
20 per cylinder). They also
clarified that medicines and
medical equipment have
been exempted from VAT. 

As the officials with the
commerce ministry have
launched inspections to
check on VAT violations, Ma-
layali firms at Sharafiya in
Jeddah have displayed VAT
registration boards. 

Taxi fares go up as Saudi
hikes price of petrol 

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

GULF
WATCH VAT registration board displayed

at a shop in Sharafiya, Jeddah

TOI

Kochi: E Cottage at SRM
Road, the home of Kochi’s
musical family, was silent as
guitarist Emile Isaacs, the el-
dest among his generation
passed away on Wednesday
at the age of 70.

Though his musical jour-
ney began with violin, a fa-
vourite of his father and
grandfather, Emile entered
the world of music with elec-
tric and bass guitar, adding
colours to the voices of the
Kerala favourites, K J Yesu-
das and Usha Uthup. He was
the elder brother of Eloy
Isaacs, the guitarist of Kera-
la-based band 13 AD.

Renowned for his techni-
cality in the music industry,
he won the hearts not just in
Kerala but across the world.
“He had fans all over but ma-
jority of his fans were in Kol-
kata, where he spent major
part of his professional life,”
said Usha Uthup, with whom
Emile worked for over 30

years. He was also in-charge
of her studio as the sound en-
gineer, recording works of
musicians like Hemanth Ku-
mar and Pandit Ravi Shan-
kar.

Ten years ago, he suffered
a stroke, which paralyzed his
left side. This put a sudden
end to his music career. After
the stroke, he left Kolkata
and moved back to his home
in Kochi. The walls of his
house are decorated with
pictures of Emile during his
active days when he toured

all seven continents per-
forming with Uthup. During
these days, he was not just ex-
posed to personalities from
the field of music but also
from various walks of life,
including Nelson Mandela
and Kapil Dev.

In the sixties, he was the
lead guitarist of the music
troupe formed by K J Yesu-
das. Swayed by the heavy
sounds of bass guitar, it re-
mained his instrument of
choice for the rest of his ca-
reer.

He later formed a band,
Elite Aces and Uthup made
her debut in Kerala with his
band. “He was a close family
friend and a great musician.
He was a pioneer of sorts in
his own genre of music and
the way he played the bass
guitar,” she said. “He was ve-
ry actively involved in mu-
sic. Even the day before his
stroke he performed in a con-
cert. Thereafter, he could not
play the guitar anymore as
his left side had given out. He
could not even travel and this
was frustrating for him,”
said Neil Isaacs, Emile’s son
who is working in Dubai. His
health had been deteriorat-
ing for the past three months,
as he was suffering from
breathlessness.

His Fender bass guitar
that has been untouched for
the past 10 years is kept safely
at his house in Edapally. His
funeral will be held on
Thursday at Mount Carmel
Church, Chathiyath at
2.30pm.

Emile bids adieu as his guitar weeps 

Emile Isaacs with Yesudas 

TOIVikram.Vinod@timesgroup.com

Kochi:A complaint was filed with the Ernakulam range IG P Vijayan
requesting to investigate into the controversial land deals of the
Ernakulam-Angamaly archdiocese. The complaint by Paulachan
Puthuppara of Thuravoor is against cardinal mar George Alencherry,
Fr Joshy Puthuva and Fr Sebastian Vadakkumpadan. The complainant
demands the police to investigate into the case citing violations,
including dishonest misappropriation of property and criminal
breach of trust. “Police should investigate all aspects of the case
including possible tax evasions and involvement of black money,” the
complaint requests. TNN

Complaint filed with IG
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